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SOCIOLOGY is 
best studied in 
combination with 
• Politics
•
•
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Section C: Real life – London Riots 2 hours

name on the first slide.
Please remember that if you need help, as this is A Level preparation, your
first port-of-call is to do some research yourself.
If you still require help check the section and email us accordingly:
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Section A: 
What is Sociology?

Sociology is the study of society, patterns of social relationships, 
social interaction, and culture that surrounds everyday life.

It is a social science, meaning that we try to use scientific 
methods (like observations, interviews, questionnaires, 
government data) to try to identify trends and patterns in society 
and seek to explain them. 

However, lots of sociologists disagree over how society works. 

Some sociologists (called 
FUNCTIONALISTS) believe that society 
works (functions) well. They say all the 
separate parts of society fit together like 
a jigsaw, because everyone is brought up 
with the same values and knowledge 
and they all get along well.

Other sociologists believe that society is 
based on inequality. They believe some 
groups have more control and use this to 
their advantage. A bit like the feudal 
system in Britain during medieval times. 
These are called CONFLICT sociologists 
because they believe society is based on 
conflict. 

We don’t ever know which sociologist is correct and 
spend most of our time evaluating the extent to which the 
statements put forward by sociologists is valid. 
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TASK 1:
Read the information on the next few pages and 
complete the tasks on Page 6.  
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Sociologists draw on key concepts (ideas) including culture, values and norms.
They believe people are socialized into these norms (taught to behave this way). 
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Social structures, processes, and issues
 

 
 

 
 

Culture norms, values
 

i.  

ii. Identify two sanctions that might be applied to people who 

d) d) Explain the norms for giving and receiving gifts such as birthday 
presents.

 
important to people in British society today? Briefly explain your 
answer

f) Which is least important?
Explain your answer

mean by the term “culture”

Socialisation and agents of
socialisation

 
socialisation, agent of socialisation

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

privacy honesty 
and truth

respect for 
life

respect for 
elders

acquiring 
more 
consumer 
goods

education
al success

‘getting 
on’ in life at 
any price

helping the 
poor

TASK 1: Complete the following tasks (typed) Use headings 
and sub-headings to structure your work appropriately. 
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a) Define the following words. Social structure/institution,
socialisation, social stratification and social
control.

b) Choose ONE social structure/institution and identify 2 social processes
and 2 social issues linked with it.

c) Think about the following social settings: a cinema, an aeroplane, a
GP’s waiting room.

Choose one setting and identify two norms related to this
setting.

deviate from the norms in this setting.

e)  In your view, which of these values in the blue box below is most

g) Explain what sociologists

h) Define the following keywords: primary socialisation, secondary



Now we’re going to have a look through the key ideas of 

- Functionalism
- Marxism

Read through the information and answer the questions 
on page 10.

Pronounce bourgeoisie
“bore – jwa - zee”
It’s French, so say “jwa” 
with a French accent!

Karl Marx
Born: Germany

(1818-1883)

Karl Marx and Marxism
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the main sociological perspectives:



However, we can’t believe everything Marx says about society, it’s 
important for us to be critical of his ideas, and to try to poke holes in it. 
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These criticisms are essential for top grades at A Level Sociology.



Émile Durkheim
Born: France
(1858-1917)

Émile Durkheim and Functionalism

Pronounce Émile 
“eh-meal”
It’s French, so say “eh” 
with a French accent!
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Karl Marx and Marxism
a) Draw an annotated hierarchy of the four social classes identified by 

Marx. Include a description of their position in society, examples of 
these people and a picture*

b) What is capitalism? 
c) How did Marx say capitalism was exploiting the proletariat?
d) Give an example of how the bourgeoisie may benefit from the 

capitalist system
e) What did Marx say would eventually happen to 

i) The petty bourgeoisie?
ii) The proletariat
iii) The bourgeoisie

Emile Durkheim and Functionalism
f) In the “biological analogy”, what social feature takes the place 

(metaphorically) of human organs?
g) Explain what would happen to a human if a vital organ stopped 

working. According to functionalists, why is this similar to society?
h) Explain one similarity between Functionalism and Marxism. 

 
 

 
 

 

TASK 2: Complete the following tasks (typed) Use headings 
and sub-headings to structure your work appropriately. 

 
 

 
 

WELL DONE!
You’ve now finished Section A “What is Sociology?”
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Section B: 
Durkheim - the ‘father’ of sociology

For the next part of your 
transition work we are going 
to study the work of 
Durkheim, the most famous 
sociologist. He’s important 
because he effectively 
created the academic field of 
sociology by introducing the 
methodologies for it to be a 
‘science’. This section will go 
through the following areas 
of his work:

1. The social context of Durkheim’s work.
2. Social facts and sociology as a science.
3. Collective consciousness.
4. Study on suicide

This section will be challenging – to support your thinking we will 
be following this video:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IZfGGF-YYzY 11



Part 1: Social context of Durkheim’s work

Using the clip below watch from the start until 02.00 minutes:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IZfGGF-YYzY

Durkheim lived in France from 1858-1917 during a time of great 
social change. Some of these changes include the following:

Political turmoil (change) – during 
the 1800’s there was a revolution 

and a change of government 3 times

A weakening Catholic Church 
– religion had less authority in 

peoples lives. 

New technologies and 
industrialisation 

Urbanisation – people now lived 
in cities as opposed to close knit 

communities.

With these rapid social changes and the change to a society where 
many people believed in different things Durkheim asked himself 

‘what keeps a society together’?
12



Part 1: Social context of Durkheim’s work

The question of ‘what keeps society together’ was the foundation of a 
new science called ‘sociology’. According to Durkheim, sociology 
could do the following things for society:

• Understand its normal and abnormal functioning 
• Diagnose how it is changing 
• Deal with the consequences of societal change 

Durkheim hoped that by studying society in this way France could 
deal with its rapidly changing society and avoid any further turmoil in 
the future. 

For Durkheim, sociology was for 
society what biology was for the 
body. It was a method to 
understand how society functions, 
how to structure a society which is 
optimal for its functioning. 

Each organ represent a part of 
society (such as family or education) 
which must all function correctly for 
the organism (or society) to work.

This made Durkheim a STRUCTURALIST thinker as 
he believed the structure of society influenced the 

behaviour of individuals and groups. 
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Using the clip below watch from 02.00-04.45 minutes:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IZfGGF-YYzY

If sociology is a science, then what does it study?

There are three important things to note about what social facts are:

1) They are very broad – it essentially means anything in society which can 
influence how groups or individuals behave. For example, family, 
religion, laws, social class, urbanization, population distribution. 

2) They are external to us – social facts live independently to us. For 
example, you may think the act of giving gifts at Eid is something you 
have decided. However, you did not originally come up with this idea 
yourself - it was already there. 

3) They exercise coercive (forceful) control over us – Durkheim argued we 
have little control over these social facts. For example, imagine if you 
wanted to stop believing in birthday celebrations. If we don’t believe in 
them, we tend to just go along with it anyway – that’s the power of 
social facts. Language is another – it is external and constrains our 
ability to express ourselves.
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Part 2: Social context of Durkheim’s work



Part 2: Social context of Durkheim’s work

Task 1: Create a spider diagram and write down as many social 
facts as you can. For example you could put – religion, the law, 
rules at school, reality TV etc. Think about what your values 
and beliefs are.

Once you have watched the video and read through the 
information complete the tasks below:

Task 2: Use two examples of the social facts you have 
identified and explain why it is external to you and how it 
controls your behaviour.

E.g. Language 

Language is external to the individual as individuals do not 
make up their own language. The language we have is simply a 
lottery of geography – every society has a different language. 

It control the individual as it limits their ability to express 
themselves. 
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Part 3: Collective consciousness

Using the clip below watch from 04.45-06.25 minutes:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IZfGGF-YYzY

The study of ‘social facts’ can help us to understand how 
societies hold together as well as how they fall apart: 

If these social facts are good and functional = functional society
If they weaken or are replaced by bad social facts = dysfunctional 
society

Social facts create the common consciousness…
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Part 3: Collective consciousness

Social dysfunction is when parts of society do not function well – it is 
like a disease to the body. A disease will cause part of your body to 
not function well which will potentially cause damage to all your 
body. The same thing can happen in society. For example, dysfunction 
in the family such as poor parenting may cause a child to distrust 
authority and lead to harm in wider society such as criminal 
behaviour.  Remember society is interconnected (all parts of society 
affects each other). 

Let's look at a contemporary example:

Social issue: High rates of depression 

You might say that depression is caused by the brain. However, 
Durkheim would argue that you need to look beyond the individual 
and study social facts to understand the causes of this dysfunction. 
The cause of depression is not just biological is caused by society. For 
example two of these social facts may be:

Did you know: A survey in the USA found 
39% of Americans would describe 

themselves as ‘not close to anyone’! 18



Part 3: Collective consciousness

How do you stop social dysfunction?

How do you treat disease? You understand the causes! 
Durkheim argued that to understand the causes of social 
dysfunction you must study the structure of society (social 
facts). 

The main cause of social dysfunction was ‘social change’ –
as explained in part 1…

Remember this change:

Urbanisation – people now lived 
in cities as opposed to close knit 

communities.

When people all live in a tiny 
community in the middle of 
nowhere it is easy for there to be 
a collective consciousness. 
Everyone knows their place and 
life is straightforward. Identity is 
clear as the community is small. 
However, as people moved to 
cities and became part of a 
fragmented (broken up) 
community their sense of 
community was lost. This 
weakens collective consciousness 
because society is made up 
people who have different values, 
cultures and norms. It causes 
more social dysfunction!
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Part 3: Collective consciousness

Task 1: Below are several things in society which arguably help 
to create a collective consciousness. For each one explain why 
it does this:

Task 2: Below are three things in society which arguably erode 
(stop) collective consciousness. For each one explain why it 
does this:

Religion

Christmas

Football World Cup

The Flag

The Law

Human Rights

Unemployment Materialistic Values High Crime20



Part 4: Suicide

To prove his theory that social facts drive our actions, 
Durkheim studied the causes of suicide. He used official 
statistics to show how a range of social facts caused suicide: 

Religion

Family size

Political or national crisis

Economic problems

Divorce rates Occupational groups

Conclusions

•Suicide rate varies between societies.
•Suicide rate varies between different groups within the same 
society.

Durkheim, therefore, discounted individualistic explanations of 
suicide. He also eliminated statistically factors such as climate, 
seasons, alcoholism, heredity and mental state.

Using the clip below watch from 06.25 minutes to finish:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IZfGGF-YYzY
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Part 4: Suicide

Durkheim found there were four types of suicide:

The blue represents types of suicide found in modern society whereas the 
orange is types of suicide found in traditional society.

What examples are there:

Egoistic suicide – Not being part of a social group = isolated and helpless 
in times of crisis. 

Anomic suicide – No clear modes of behaviour or morality to guide the 
individual = confusion that life is meaningless when there is major 
disruption in life. 

E.g. Durkheim found that suicide rates are much higher among 
Protestants than Catholics – this could be due to suicide being a sin in 
Catholicism and not in Protestantism. 22



Part 4: Suicide

His study was revolutionary as he was the first person to put forward 
the idea that a very personal act like suicide is determined by social 
forces external to the control of the individual. 

In some ways we can apply this today:

You may, for example, notice that Middle Eastern countries have 
relatively lower suicide rates. Most people in those countries are 
Muslim and in Islam suicide is a sin. Durkheim would argue that 
‘anomic suicide’ is less likely there.
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Part 4: Suicide

Over the past decade depression rates for young people in the UK 
have nearly doubled. Throughout history the cause of depression was 
often seen as biological such as low serotonin levels. However, Yohan 
Hari suggests this is only partly true. Like Durkheim, he argued that 
social forces (or the way we live) is causing depression.

Task: Watch the following Ted Talk clip by Hari: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MB5IX-np5fE and write a 
summary of his finding (thinking mainly about how it is like the ideas 
of Durkheim.

Your summary should include the following:
• How have doctors traditionally diagnosed depression?
• What biological factors can cause depression?
• What social factors cause depression (these are social facts!)?
• Focus on ‘loneliness’ and ‘junk values’ and explain how they can 

cause depression. 
• According to Hari, how should we therefore treat depression?
• What are the similarities to Durkheim’s study of the causes of 

suicide?
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You’ve now finished Section B “Durkheim Suicide Study”
WELL DONE!



 
The London Riots

The 2011 London Riots – Background/ Context

Between 6 and 10 August 2011, several London boroughs and other cities and towns 
across England suffered widespread rioting, looting and arson.

The first night of rioting took place on 7 
August 2011 after a peaceful protest in 
Tottenham, following the death of Mark 
Duggan, a local man from the area, who was 
shot dead by police on 4 August 2011. Police 
failed to notify Duggan’s family of his death 
and no senior police officer was available to 
meet the protest, creating anger at 
perceived disrespect. The protesting crowd 
outside the police station set light to two 
police cars, and the pictures of this 
circulated on social media attracted other 
people to the area – what started as a 
relatively peaceful protest quickly 
descended into a riot involving mass looting.
The following days saw similar scenes in other parts of London with the worst violence 
taking place in , Brixton, Chingford, Peckham, Enfield, Croydon, Ealing and East Ham. The 
city center in Oxford Circus was also attacked. From 8 until 10 August, other cities in 
England including Bristol, Manchester, Birmingham and Liverpool, along with several 
towns, saw what was described by the media as ‘copycat violence’.
The riots were characterized by rampant looting and arson attacks of unprecedented 
levels. As a result, Prime Minister David Cameron returned early from his holiday in Italy 
and other government leaders also ended their holidays to attend to the matter. All 
police leave was cancelled and Parliament was recalled on 11 August to debate the 
situation.
There were a total 3,443 crimes across London linked to the disorder, including 5 deaths 
and at least 16 others injured as a direct result of related violent acts. An estimated £200 
million worth of property damage was incurred, and local economic activity was 
significantly compromised.
The riots have generated significant on-going debate among political, social and academic 
figures about the causes and context in which they happened.
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Section C:



London Riots

What were the main causes of the riots?

The findings below are based on the research findings taken from 
Reading the Riots. Researchers spoke to 270 rioters: 185 people in 
London, 30 in Birmingham, 29 in Manchester, 16 in Liverpool, seven 
in Salford and three in Nottingham. Thirteen were in prison

Based on the above interviews, the rioters themselves stated the following 
five main causes (percentages reporting this as a factor in brackets)
•Poverty (86%)
•Policing (85%)
•Government Policy (80%)
•Unemployment (79%)
•The shooting of Mark Duggan (75%)

However, what the rioters said isn’t necessarily valid (true).
44



London Riots

Task 1: Watch the documentary linked below (1hr) which 
explains the causes of the riot and make notes outlined below:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OkeKQl56-7c

Task 2: Make notes under the following subtitles:

1. Where did the riots take place (specific areas of 
London/UK)?

2. What was the ‘trigger’ cause of the riot?
3. Why do some people argue that the main cause of the 

riots was due to racism?
4. Why do some people argue the main cause of the riots 

was due to poverty?
5. Why do some people argue the main cause of the riots 

was due to the influence of gangs?
6. Why do some people argue the main cause of the riots 

was due to poor socialisation (upbringing)?
7. Why do some people argue the main cause of the riots 

was due to mindless young ‘thuggery’?
8. Any other notes.
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London Riots

The London Riots are a clear example of societal dysfunction 
which means it is a very important case study for sociologists 
to study. As you know, there are many different perspectives in 
sociology who all analyse society and the causes of crime in 
society differently. Read the summaries below which outlines 
how each sociological perspective would interpret the riots.

Functionalism – argues that society needs crime. Rather than looking 
at crime as a purely negative phenomenon, crime also has positive 
social functions. The riots, for example, lead to a temporary 
suspension of inter-gang violence, and, as a media event, it gave the 
rest of us something unite against, thus increasing unity in society 
more generally.

Bonds of Attachment Theory (Functionalism) – The cause of 
deviance is the breakdown or weakening of informal agencies of 
social control such as the family and community. Criminal activity 
occurs when the individual’s attachment to society is weakened. This 
theory would blame poor parenting as the main cause of the riots.

Consensus Subcultural Theory – argues crime is a collective response 
to the above situation of frustration – If you can’t gain status by 
getting a job, you seek status by some other means within a 
subculture (possibly a gang) and riots can offer you an opportunity to 
gain status by ‘going further than the next person’.

Left-Realism – Argues there are two main causes of crime –
Marginalisation and Relative Deprivation – largely borne out by the 
Guardian research above. 46



London Riots

Traditional Marxism – Argues that crime is a response to a Capitalist 
system that breeds materialism, greed and selfishness. They also 
point out that many members of the Elite classes are criminals 
themselves, but it is generally only the powerless that get punished 
for their criminal acts, while elites tend to avoid punishment. The 
rioters were largely teenage youths living in poor areas and many got 
disproportionate punishments for their involvement in the riots, 
while politicians engaging in criminal acts often get away without 
punishment.

Interactionists – See criminal behaviour as a response to labelling by 
agents of social control – mainly the police. Focusing on the riots –
Interactionists would argue that police racism over the last 3 decades 
has led to black youths being disproportionately targeted by stop and 
search – and it was this history of negative attention from the police 
that sparked the riots.

Right Realists – Argue that the riots were caused because of a basic 
breakdown of both informal and formal social control – weak 
communities and too few police on the streets, and society not being 
tough enough on crime. Rioters had too much freedom and felt like 
they could get away with their crimes.

Post-modernism – Argues that the riots are a response to a 
postmodern society characterised by consumerism, an obsession 
with self-identity and a quest for excitement. For many the riots were 
a ‘scene’ where they could ‘play a game’ – engaging in vandalism and 
challenging the police provide both status and excitement – much 
more than any nightclub could offer.
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London Riots
Task: Write an essay explaining the sociological causes of the London 
Riots, 2011. 

“The main cause of the London Riots was 
poverty” – to what extent do you agree?

Success Criteria

Introduction
- Describe some details about the riots 
- Outline which sociological arguments you will evaluate 

Paragraph 1 
- Identify sociological perspective which agrees with the statement (for example 

Left Realism)
- Write a PEEL paragraph (point, evidence, explain, link (evaluate the extent to 

which)

Paragraph 2 
- Identify a competing theory (for example Functionalism or Post Modernism)
- Write a PEEL paragraph (point, evidence, explain, link (evaluate the extent to 

which)

Paragraph 3 
- Identify a competing theory (for example Interactionalism or Right Realism)
- Write a PEEL paragraph (point, evidence, explain, link (evaluate the extent to 

which)

Conclusion 
- Weigh up the arguments and come to a judgment.

WELL DONE!
You’ve now finished Section D “The London Riots”
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COMPLETED 

WELL DONE!

 
 

 
 

Reading List - Sociology

 Brave New World – Aldous Huxley
 Animal Farm – George Orwell
 1984 – George Orwell 
 Chavs: The Demonisation of the 

Working Class – Owen Jones
 The Establishment and How They Get 

Away With It – Owen Jones
 The Handmaid’s Tale – Margaret 

Atwood (also a series)
 Vox – Christina Dalcher
 The God Delusion – Richard Dawkins
 Outsiders: Studies in Sociology of 

Deviance – Howard S Becker
 Folk Devils and Moral Panics – Stanley 

Cohen
 A Glasgow Gang Observed – Patrick 

James
 Gang Leader For A Day – Sudhir 

Venkatesh
 Haralambos
 A wide range of newspapers including 

The Guardian and Independent 

Watching List - Sociology

 Any documentaries, including 
Panorama, Louis Theroux, Stacey 
Dooley, Mind of a Murderer etc

 Black Mirror series (Netflix)
 Years and Years (BBC i-player)
 Goodfellas
 The Godfather (part 2 is the best)
 Legend
 My Scientology Movie
 The ‘Up’ series (eg. 56 Up, 63 Up) on 

Netflix or Youtube
 The Secret Life of 5 year olds
 McMafia (previously BBC i-player)
 Freedom Writer’s Diary
 Dangerous Minds
 Chernobyl (drama)
 When They See Us (Netflix)
 The Society (Netflix)
 Blood Diamond
 A Bug’s Life or Antz (for Marxism)
 Ted Talks/Sociology
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Please can you ensure that 
your name is on the 

document / documents you 
upload/submit. 

You’ve now finished the Sociology A Level Transition work.
If you’ve enjoyed this and want to know more, you should
do Sociology A Level! Here’s some suggested readings
and videos if you want to look up more.




